Plymouth University
Accreditation of Prior Certificated Learning (APCL)

(Levels and fee amended with effect from 2009/10)
(amendments since 2010/11 bold and underlined)
1.
Definitions

1.1
Accreditation of prior certificated learning (APCL): is the award of credit towards a University of Plymouth award in respect of previous study at HE level which the student has passed.  APCL may be awarded in respect of a completed programme of study (eg HND, DipHE, PG Diploma) or in respect of one or more modules or units of a programme. 

1.2
General credit: is not programme-specific but is an objective measure of the credit weighting and Level of previous learning. Prior certificated learning undertaken in the UK Higher Education system will normally have appropriate credit weightings and levels attributed to it. As such it will attract general credit based on the academic value and level of the achievement: a student who has successfully completed a Diploma of Higher Education, for instance, will normally be entitled to claim 240 general credits, 120 at Level 4 and 120 at Level 5.   General credit may be recorded on a transcript provided by another HE institution or confirmed by another institution.

1.3
Specific credit: is credit awarded towards the attainment of a specific programme of study leading to a University award.  That is, it is general credit which is judged to be sufficiently relevant to count towards the award for which the student wishes to register.  It is again defined in terms of credit weighting and Level but is identified against specific module(s) or Stage(s) of a programme (that is a student is effectively given credit for those modules/Stages on the basis of having achieved the equivalent of the learning outcomes).  Specific credit can only be confirmed by the University of Plymouth.  The amount of specific credit awarded to any students cannot exceed the amount of general credit which the student has, and will in many cases be significantly less.   

2.
Maximum permitted credit for APCL

2.1 The maximum permitted APCL credit available towards a final award from the University of Plymouth is identified in relation both to the specific credit which may be counted towards the award and the minimum credits studied at the University to enable a student to be eligible for a University award. 

2.2
The maximum amount of APCL credit which a student may claim towards a University of Plymouth award and the minimum credit which must be studied at the University in relation to specific awards is 




APCL


Credit studied at the University

Grad Dip
60 credits

60 credits at Level 6 or above

Grad Cert
30 credits

30 credits at Level 6 or above

Honours
240 credits

120 credits, including at least 60 at Level 6
Degree





Degree
220 credits 

100 credits, including at least 60 at Level 6
Dip Prof
160 credits

80 credits, including at least 60 at Level 5 Studies









FdA/FdSc
160 credits

80/100 credits, including at least 60 at Level 5

DipHE

160 credits 

80 credits, including at least 60 at Level 5 or 












above


HND

160 credits

80 credits, including at least 60 at Level 5


HNC

80 credits

80 credits at Level 4 or above 2
CertHE
60 credits 

60 credits at Level 4 or above

 
Masters 
120 credits 

60 credits at Level 7
(including the major  project or dissertation) 


PgDip

80 credits 

40 credits at Level 7
PgCert
30 credits 

30 credits at Level 7
2.3
These maxima may be waived in the case of a student who has successfully passed a Degree
 and wishes to convert it to an Honours Degree, in which case the student may be awarded up to 300 APCL credits towards the Honours Degree subject to studying 60 Level 6 credits at the University of Plymouth.

2.4
APCL awarded at Level 4 need not necessarily relate to specific modules (unless constrained by the particular requirements of an award recognised by a professional body).  A programme may therefore agree to exempt a student from the whole or part of Stage 1 on the basis of successful completion of 120 Level 4 credits within another programme provided that any pre-requisite requirements have been met.
  

2.5
Where a student claims APCL credit towards an undergraduate programme in respect of credits which form part of another Honours Degree which he or she has previously been awarded, the amount of APCL credit which can be awarded should be carefully considered by the programme team and should not normally exceed 180 credits.   Similarly, where a student is seeking APCL credit towards a postgraduate programme on the basis of credits which form part of a Masters degree which he or she has previously been awarded, the maximum amount of APCL credit which can be awarded should not normally exceed 90 credits.  In these cases APCL may only be awarded on the basis of specific (rather than general) credit.

3
Programme specific requirements

3.1
Individual programmes may specify modules which must be taken and passed within the minimum credits to be taken at the University of Plymouth.  Where the credit weighting of such modules exceeds the normal minimum requirement for study at the University of Plymouth, the programme will be asked to justify that variation through validation (or via the Learning and Teaching Committee in the case of pre-existing programmes).

4
Procedures for the award of APCL

4.1 A student seeking APCL credit will normally be required to apply for such credit on receipt of an offer of a place on a programme.  The University will consider requests for APCL from students already on programmes, provided that the student submits the request by the end of May
 in the session before he or she would normally begin the module(s)/Stage for which he or she is seeking credit.

4.2
All requests for APCL must be made in writing and addressed to the relevant Faculty Office.  It is the responsibility of the student applying for APCL to make the claim and to provide necessary documentary evidence. Admissions tutors and programme leaders are however encouraged to be pro-active in identifying APCL opportunities and advising students accordingly.

4.3
The value and Level of specific credit to be awarded to a student should normally be determined by the admissions tutor (in consultation with the module leader(s) of modules for which specific credit may be awarded and the programme co-ordinator). 

4.4
In judging specific APCL credit to be awarded, the staff concerned will wish to consider whether 

· the prior study is sufficiently recent to meet the current learning outcomes of the programme

· the combination of APCL and modules to be studied at the University will together constitute a coherent programme of study which will meet the programme specification

· the APCL is sufficiently equivalent to the learning outcomes of module(s)/Stage(s) for which the student may consequently be awarded credit

· sufficient information is available on the academic value and Level of  previous study

4.5 Where specific (rather than general) APCL is awarded towards a University of Plymouth award which may be classified (or in the case of postgraduate programmes, awarded with Distinction), and the APCL is awarded in respect of credit to which marks are attached, a decision must be taken at the time of the award of credit as to whether the marks, in their original form or an amended form, will be included on the student record and consequently contribute to the calculation of the final award.  In the case of specific credit, the University would normally expect that marks awarded by another UK HE institution would be so included
. Where the other institution uses an alternative marking or grading system, information on the means by which that system may be translated into percentage marks must be obtained by the student as part of the process of determining credit and the transfer of marks. 

4.6 
If it is proposed that APCL be awarded without transfer of marks, and the consequence of that decision would be that a student accepted onto an Honours Degree programme would not achieve 120 credits at Level 6 with marks attached, the proposal comprises an exception to University Regulations and must be approved via the Faculty and the Learning and Teaching Committee in the usual way
. 

4.7
All APCL decisions must be recorded and clearly identified in all papers considered by Subject Assessment Panels and Award Assessment Boards
 and in the student transcript.  

4.8
A student seeking specific credit through APCL will normally be required to pay a charge (50% of normal fee for relevant credits).  No fee will be payable where the APCL is part of an articulation or progression agreement or a joint award.

Approved by the Academic Board on 28 June 2000;


Amended September 2005; September 2009 (levels amended);



October 2010, March 2012
� 	100 credits would be required for a Foundation Degree of 260 credits; 80 	credits for a Foundation Degree of 240 credits.





� 	A student who is transferring into an HNC/HND, or is ‘topping-up’ to an HND must satisfy the requirements of ALL modules in the programme for which s/he is to receive credit.  Programme Co-ordinators must therefore award specific credit and grades for ALL such modules on admission.  Any modules not covered by previous study must be completed and passed before an award may be made.





� 	The maxima may also be waived in the case of applicants seeking to transfer into an Honours degree in Nursing or other Profession Supplementary to Medicine with credit achieved through study on a directly equivalent programme at (an)other HE institution(s), in which case the student may be awarded up to 300 APCL credits towards the Honours Degree, subject to studying 60 Level 6 credits at the University of Plymouth. 


	


� 	A student who has successfully completed an HND programme may exceptionally be offered a place on the final stage of a degree programme on the basis of less than 240 specific credits (provided s/he has successfully completed 240 general credits).  This will normally be governed by specific articulation agreements. 





� 	For programmes with non-standard start dates, this deadline will be varied appropriately


� 	This relates specifically to circumstances in which the credit awarded is specific, that is mapped on to equivalent University modules.  It would not normally be appropriate to use general credit towards the classification of a specific named award, although it may be used for entry to a programme with advanced standing.





� 	The proposal must include a mechanism for degree classification. 





� 	APCL may be both an admissions and an assessment decision. 
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